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VACCINATION

PUPPIES

Vaccination is vital to protect your new puppy from potentially fatal diseases such as Canine Distemper, Hepatitis and Parvovirus.  Full immunity requires 3 boosters with 4weeks between each one. The recommended ages for vaccination are:

· 6-8 weeks of age

· 12-14 weeks of age

· 16-18 weeks of age

In many cases you will have received your puppy after it has received one vaccination. Often this first injection has not included Parainfluenza or Bordetella which are diseases that cause Infectious Canine Cough (Kennel Cough). However, we recommend these vaccinations be included in the final booster vaccination for complete protection.

You should keep you pup away from “contaminated” areas (such as parks or high dog traffic areas) until 10 days after the final injection to allow full protection to develop prior to any disease exposure.

ADULT DOGS

An annual booster vaccination is recommended to maintain maximum immunity against the above diseases although vaccination for the core diseases may only need to occur every 2 years after the first booster 

WORMING FOR INTESTINAL WORMS

Puppies are very susceptible to infestation from a variety of intestinal worms that can cause a number of problems including illthrift, diarrhoea, and intestinal blockage. In order to prevent any health problems due to worms, your puppy must be treated on a regular basis as follows:

· at 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 weeks of age

· at 3, 4, 5 and 6 months of age

· dogs older than 6 months, worm every 3 months

When choosing a worm product it is important to read the label and ensure it is broad spectrum and protects against Hookworm, Round worms and Tapeworms.  
HEARTWORM PREVENTION

Heartworm is a serious disease, affecting the heart and lungs, which is often fatal. It is transmitted by mosquitoes and is preventable. This disease is preventable provided a consistent program is followed.

There are 2 basic categories for heartworm prevention:

1. Monthly There are a range of different oral products on the market to prevent heartworm. It is important if you choose this method of prevention that it is given every month, on time, otherwise you pet will not be covered. Note that intestinal wormers DO NOT cover against heartworm unless the label specifically states that it does. 
2. Annual (Proheart SR12 injection)
An injectable product that provides 12 months protection in dogs older than 6 months of age. For juveniles 6 months of age, the injection protects for only 9 months, due to the dog’s expected increase in weight as it continues to grow.

In all cases it is important that you growing puppy/adult dog is getting the correct dose of drug. Your pet should be weighed at regular intervals throughout life.


_____________________________________________________________________

FLEAS

While more prevalent in the warm humid months of summer and early autumn, fleas can be a very real problem year round. Apart from causing irritation and constant scratching, some dogs will develop an allergy to flea bites that results in hair loss and a predisposition to secondary skin infections.

There are a number of products that can be used for flea control. Their effectiveness varies, as does their ease of application. It is important to understand that the life cycle of the flea consists of stages both in the environment and on the animal. This means that flea control must encompass three stages including: 

1. Treating the fleas on the animal

2. Treating the fleas in the environment

3. Treating the next generation of fleas.
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A number of products are available for treatment of the fleas on your pet and in the environment. The particular product that will suit you best depends on a number of factors, including the lifestyle of your dog and whether or not you will need tick prevention in association with flea treatment. 

For best results when treating the environment, you should ensure that all under the house areas are sealed off and that you regularly wash your dogs bedding. Flea bombs should be used in areas of likely flea egg/ larvae contamination.

For advice on which flea product will suit your dog best, please contact a member of staff at the front desk.

Note: Puppies ​less than 3 months are susceptible to poisoning by some flea control products used in older animals so you must use products that specify safety for puppies.

TICKS

Paralysis ticks are a problem mainly during the warmer months of the year, with humid weather and rain often bringing them out, but can be seen year round. It is important to note that while some of the new products on the market are very good, no tick preventative is 100% effective. To reduce the chances of your pet being affected by a paralysis tick you should manually search your animal daily and treat with a preventative medication.

Preventative Tick Treatments Available Include:

· Nexgard – A once a month chewable that kills  paralysis ticks and fleas and is safe to use on puppies  from 8 weeks of age
· Bravecto –Chewable tablet that protects against fleas for paralysis ticks for 3 months.
· Seresto – A collar that protects against paralysis ticks for up to 4months
· Fido’s Free-Itch Concentrate Wash – Provides protection against paralysis ticks for 3 days following a wash

Please enquire at the front desk to find out which tick preventative best suits you.

FOOD

A good quality diet is essential for a growing puppy as it lays down the foundations for a long, healthy life. There can be a lot of strange and wonderful diets recommended for feeding of puppies. Many of these can be time consuming to prepare and it is difficult to be certain that such diets are complete and balanced. Being complete and balanced means that it contains all of the vitamins, minerals, protein and energy required for growth in a scientifically balanced ratio. The ratio of the minerals in particular is important as, for example, with Calcium, it has been demonstrated that excessive calcium in the diet can be as detrimental as a calcium deficiency.
The most important thing to look for when selecting a dog food is that it is puppy specific and also complete and balanced. There are a number of good quality commercial diets readily available that meet all of these criteria. 
At least 75% of your puppy’s daily diet should be a puppy specific dry food, with a small amount of puppy specific wet food or cooked lean meat (like mince or chicken) to make it tastier.
Large or Giant breed puppies should be on a large breed puppy specific diet as they grow rapidly and good nutrition is a vital part of growing a strong healthy skeleton 

It is important that any changes in diet are done gradually as rapid changes in food can cause stomach upsets. We recommend feeding 75% old diet 25% new diet for 2-3 days then 50%-50% for another 2-3days, then 25%-75% for 2-3 days and then 100% new diet. 
The amount of food will depend on the growth rate of your pet and the level of activity. All commercial dog foods have a recommended feeding guide based on your dog’s weight and energy levels and should be followed. Twice daily time-limited meal feeding is recommended for most breeds. This means allowing your puppy about 15 minutes at each feeding to eat. Large/giant breed pups should be allowed 10 minutes.

RAW meaty bones can be introduced into your pup’s diet as a treat from an early age but. Cooking renders calcium in bones unavailable and makes them brittle, thus RAW is important. Brisket bones or marrow bones are generally good choices. However, always avoid chop bones and T-bones as they can splinter into sharp fragments.

Once your dog reaches maturity, it is time to transition them onto an adult diet. The age at which dogs reach maturity varies according to breed. Generally, small breeds achieve their mature size around 6 months, medium breeds at around 12 months and large breeds at about 18-20 months
DESEXING

Six months of age is the generally recommended age at which you pet should be desexed. If you are not planning on breeding from your animal we strongly recommend desexing.
MICROCHIPS

Microchipping involves insertion of a small microchip under the skin of your pet (between the shoulder blades). Such microchips are read electronically with a scanner and thus provide a permanent means of identifying your pet (unlike collars and tags that can become lost, unreadable or be removed). Thus rapid identification is always possible in the unfortunate event of your pet being lost or stolen.

Microchips are required in all dogs by law as stated in the NSW Companion Animal Act.

GENERAL

Exercise: Regular exercise will keep your pet fit and provides interest to their life.

Training: It is important to institute consistent training early to ensure compliant and responsible behaviour. The earlier you start with training the better the results. As an owner you are responsible for your dog’s behaviour. There are many different training techniques, please talk to any of our staff for advice and tips on how to train your puppy.
Puppy Classes: These classes are especially valuable in teaching your dog to socialise with both humans and other dogs. It is important for good future behaviour that your pup is exposed to many and varied situations in a non-threatening way. To register your pup for a class, please enquire at the front desk.

If you have any questions regarding any of the information provided in this handout or other queries relating to your new pup that are not covered above, please do not hesitate to ask.
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