PARVOVIRUS
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What are some signs that my dog may be affected by Parvo?

Dogs affected by Parvo often do not show symptoms of the disease until 5 – 12 days after contracting the virus. Symptoms initially begin with signs of lethargy, inappetence and fever. This usually progresses to vomiting and diarrhoea within the next 24hours (often with blood present in the diarrhoea).

How is Parvo Spread?

Parvo is transmitted in the faeces of dogs for 10 - 14 days after they have been infected with Parvo. Spread of the disease occurs through both direct and indirect contact with dog faeces. This may involve spread through either direct contact with other dogs and their faeces; or through indirect contact with items that have previously been in contact with an infected dog (i.e. clothing, shoes, car tyres, bedding and toys). Recent weather conditions have also increased the spread of Parvo, with storm water run-off flowing between houses.
Are any Dog Breeds more Susceptible to Parvo?

Doberman Pinschers, Rottweilers, Pit Bulls and Labrador Retrievers are considered more susceptible to Parvo. Owners of these dog breeds are encouraged to vaccinate their pups with three injections 3 – 4weeks apart begin at 6weeks of age. Adult dogs that were previously unvaccinated are encouraged to receive two injections 3-4 weeks apart.

At what age are most dogs affected by Parvo?

Young dogs under the age of one year are more commonly affected by Parvo. Pups under three months of age have a higher incidence of mortality.

How is Parvo Treated?

Dogs treated for parvovirus typically require hospitalisation for 5-7days. Due to the nature of the disease, there is no specific drug therapy to counteract the virus. Treatment is focused on supportive care through a fluid drip, antibiotics, anti-inflammatories and anti-nausea medication.

Untreated dogs typically die from dehydration and sepsis. Dogs treated early have a better chance of survival.
How can I prevent against Parvo?

Annual vaccination is required to help prevent against Parvo. Pups that have not fully received their initial course of vaccinations should be isolated from unknown dogs. These pups should stay inside or in a closed yard until their final puppy vaccination has been received.

